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REPORT OF THE EVENT

SPEECH COMPETITION
ONE NATION, ONE ELECTION

On 22nd November 2024, the Political Science Departmental Council of SSIDWSSS
Government P.G. College, Ranikhet, hosted an enlightening and engaging Speech Competition on the
topic of "One Nation One Election". This event was part of the college's ongoing initiative to
encourage political awareness and critical thinking among students about contemporary political
issues in India.

The competition attracted enthusiastic participation from students across various classes, and
the theme of the speech competition was designed to give students a platform to present their views
on the proposal of holding simultaneous elections at the national, state, and local levels.

INAUGURAL SESSION:

The debate competition was inaugurated by Dr. Brijesh Kumar Joshi, Head of the Political
Science Department, who welcomed the participants and attendees. In their address, Dr. Joshi
highlighted the significance of the topic, acknowledging that "One Nation One Election" is a highly
debated issue in Indian politics. He stressed the importance of students engaging with such
contemporary political topics to develop a well-rounded understanding of the functioning of the
Indian democracy. In his presidential address, Principal Professor Pushpesh Pandey said that ‘One
Nation, One Election’ is a develop-oriented idea. He said that there is a need to run a comprehensive
election reform campaign to take out of the maze of elections.

The competition format was outlined, where each participant was given a limited amount of
time to present their speech. The speeches were judged based on clarity of thought, argument
structure, effective communication, and the ability to engage the audience with compelling points.

KEY SPEECHES AND HIGHLIGHTS:

The Speech Competition was marked by the passionate and insightful presentations of the
participants, who expressed diverse perspectives on the topic.

Participants in Favour of "One Nation One Election":

e One of the major arguments in favour of "One Nation One Election" was that it could lead to
a more streamlined electoral process, which would help reduce political instability. Many
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participants highlighted the potential for reducing the enormous costs associated with
conducting elections at multiple levels. Supporters argued that by consolidating elections,
voter turnout could potentially improve. Voters, particularly in rural and remote areas, might
find it more convenient to vote in a single election rather than participating in multiple voting
cycles.

Participants Opposing "One Nation One Election":

e Several participants raised concerns that the proposal would undermine regional autonomy
by potentially nationalizing local issues. Some participants emphasized the logistical
challenges of conducting elections at multiple levels simultaneously. Another argument raised
against "One Nation One Election" was that it might interfere with India’s federal structure.
Some participants pointed out that holding simultaneous elections might disrupt the five-year
electoral cycle and create complications in future election timings.

RESULT AND RECOGNITION:

After all participants had presented their speeches, the Judges' Panel, consisting of Dr. Deepa
Pandey, Dr. Parul Bharadwaj, and Dr. Dr. Himani Negi, evaluated the speeches based on their
content, delivery, and engagement. Dr. Deepa Paney & Dr. Barkha Rautela praised the participants for
their critical thinking, clarity of expression, and ability to provide a nuanced understanding of the topic.
The results of the competition were announced by Dr.Deepa Pandey, the in charge of Zoology
Department and the prizes were distributed by the college Principal Professor Pushpesh Pandey.

The winners of the competition were announced as follows:

e First Prize: Mansi Fuloriya, for a powerful and well-researched argument in favor of "One
Nation One Election," focusing on efficiency and cost-effectiveness.

e Second Prize: Geetanjali Joshi, for presenting a balanced speech with a clear understanding
of both the pros and cons of the proposal.

e Third Prize: Paras Adhikari, for his articulate and engaging opposition to the proposal,
highlighting regional concerns and federal challenges.

e Consolation Prize: Suman, for presenting a clear understanding of both the pros and cons of
the proposal.

The competition was well-received, and the audience was captivated by the thought-provoking
speeches, which provided diverse viewpoints on a topic that is highly relevant in today’s political
discourse.

VOTE OF THANKS:

The event concluded with a Vote of Thanks by the Co-Convener of the Political Science
Departmental Council, Dr Pooja Bohra, who expressed gratitude to the participants for their excellent
contributions, the Principal, judges for their time and expertise, and the audience for their active
engagement. Special appreciation was extended to Dr. Mohit Joshi for his meticulous planning and
execution of the event.
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